


. ‘. _POCAHONTAS COUNTY

The grograp‘ncal posi:tion of our e ounty: is defined from 37 de&"_"” 4°_ "1’“’“'

20 38 degrees 45 minutes north I.atitude, from 79 degrees 35 minutes, to 80

degrees 24 minutes ?’est Longitude. AR e ;

pocahontas is an éastern border county, Allegheny 't.Op bemg a.he line Dbetween

Pocahontas end- Vz.rginia. F‘rom .,he venter of West u’irg:.nla, Pocahor:tas Comty is

L

located to '\;.h'e s'oﬁ't'héezet. . Among the dzst:rctiv:e features oi‘ the north pm'tion

of this cbuqty is the-.fact of its being a part of the high ree:bn whdre nurly

- -

very river system of the V:.rginza 8 find their heed s prings; 'I‘ha entin county
hes & great elev atzon, _some of the highest peaks :m the state bezng within its

linits. (From Historicel ...grkers of. Pocahontas County - State Library.)

LOCATION

Foca_honl.as is- an ezstern border county. Poce.hontes Courty, m the ﬁppalac.'nan

Highlan dowas *‘orme:! in 2821 from -*arta nf Bath Pendleton and Randolph Counties,

~ -

'.'i."i"a; ....nd named for Pocahontﬂs the Indian nrmcess. Pocahontaa Couuty is

dered o
on the south By Greenbr:.er County and on t he west by r'icholas _and FHI ite

mwm A r & / “"h i
enc op the '0"“'1 by dWebster County. (Blue Book, 1938) I
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“he aren of Pocahontas County is 942.61 square mi].es. : 942,61 x 640 -~ 853,270
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Focahontas County is the third I&I‘SBSt-
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-Y hts bLeen called the birthplace of Lrivers. The source; of Qmat Rive
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“he northern part of Focahontas Coun ) ) th
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FEVIGL Sts source 1 from t he western part of the county. The souro. of
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W al oy 0e
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<her mentioned rivers have their rise inthis county end all flow to the west-
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Boet- rcocahontas is mountuinous and .m fomer years heauly “inbered 'it.h
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white pine and n:uch Ouher’ valuable timber, a.nd ;hou;nd.s in iron cros. Geﬂtral =

-..."\-

- pocuhontes consists "argely of limesto'xe lan&s SR X, e 2 “‘.

_Tq**ou"}“t. ‘the county- there is such an nbundavzce of purbst, froshest waters -

as t'n/rgerﬁ all ord;nary powers of descr:pt:on. mterally i:. ;s a hnd of spr:lngs

S |

and gom,mws, _beyond the dree::-s of poetic dzctlon to portrny roalistically- a

-
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"'50.,;9 of the s -ez-.ms gushing from tha earth, evén in midsummer show undimiahed
w'lme, ana with a temperature but lit..la above that of iced water. The antire
‘cou nty is seemngly underlaid with vast r eservoirs, whose d:imenaions puulo
im .-glvauon, for ‘from ..he level land es well as from the mountain uides pour forth

great springs, many of them Wlth vo‘lume sufflcient to propal water milla. _ Larger :

streams thus sta.r..:.ng from e-hillside sOmetimes _diappear only to appear elaewhere
from some unevpec ued 0pening m’t hé earth.._ ‘01‘ this it is believed that Locust
Creek furniches a rotable examﬂle in the relat,ion to ‘-hlls Creek. (W. Va. Atlas)
| : SOIL
The s 0il of I‘-ocahont&a Coun'i.y is '1ikeu'ise-diversifie&. In some se_cti ons the
..... is ¢ e.nd in otners rugged but ..he greater-‘ port:.or is exceedingly fert;le,

“nd there cerinot be found :m thls state, or any othsr state, a loce.hty better .

o

.—l

e tc grazing and 'f'armng. - (From a Remimscent PlStOI’J of‘ l«:trt.ht-»m & ve. )
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The county is very mounteunous and haa a number of mounta*n peaks reaching
in height, mong \.\}‘.ch mey be named Beld r.nob, l..ace Knob, G:.bson Knob,

FTUCe Ko of Elk, JprUCe Knob of .Vxlliams R..ver, Barlow Top and Briery nnoh. oy

T MR DEYtle fought ind he stete, which roccurred On-¥ever 6, 1863. It '“ '"

“Y Yhe State,in 1929, und is now u Battlef:ald Iark. (ﬂ'.Vg. Sﬁandard ﬁtlua)
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Yountuln Buttleffeld, inthis coupty, is the site- of themoat o:gtenoive <o
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The average Mmcmum tamperatm-e (annual) is 59.5. -The' average minj:mum

;e-npera.,ure is. 35 4- : ; _.-._‘.- ,. _ F ' LS _ v

~The everage rainfall 47, 26 ( forty-aevan inches and 26 hundredtha. Tha ave!‘&B°

number " or da s .01 inch or more - 121.. The average anrual Snowfall is_ 31 in. 6/10
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Fromthe sta.ndpoint of cllmate, Pocahontas is subject to.severe wintera and -

.

- -
. -

: :|.dea1 summers . The ralnfall averagea 47 inchea. __ Al e

-

: t'ng:.s*l:er‘m.‘l. D1str1cts (4) as follows Edray, Greenbank; Hwntersviilé,'

Little levels..

Incorporeted Cities, Towns and Villsges:

NAME ‘ : POPULATION
Cass, W. Vg. et , 708 -
Durbin, %, Va. : . S oy - 498 ="l o
fillsboro, W. Va. i g ' _ W e 20 A S S
arl:'tcn, 7o Va. _ ok - 1,586 _ - LGS

The history of emigration or mgra‘tlon - Historic-!&arkera, State .Librér'y'._

County Seat - ".arln.nton,' est Vlrglme. 3 fo

Firet establisheq in 1749 and known as Marlin's Bobtom until 188'?. Incorporated
in 1900,

Kamed for Jacob l..arlin, one of the first white settlera to spend a

Yinter in Pocahomtas County, the other being Stephen Sewell, Edra,y, West Virginio,
after

ese

Fasad
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8 tomn in ancient Palestine, meaning e pls.ce surrounded. ...gttled prior
to ?"E‘Jolut,jgnary War by Thomas Drinnon. Famous ca:pping place of Indians who broko
i" he Brinnon home, murdered his wife and carriad his aon awuy in captivity beyond
it Chio River, stop piﬂi, place mentioned by Bishop Francis nabury in his 'journey' |
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. ¢ sgricultural utntiutico of Pocahontas County rov_o.a,ig. th;t ia’ Na e
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CLIMATE - BLUE BOOK 1938 2
AVERASE TEMPERATURE e e
T YR e ANNUAL SRS R L
© s7ATION COUNTY * — = LRNGTH OF Rmcoan (YRS) =~ TEMPERATURE
ﬁgr'linton S 'Pocahor_:faa 1 ﬁ: 5 39 yaars ’_ g '- 48.1 dag.‘_ R L s,
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20, there were 1,614 paoplo on83$od in famins on 1,201 ferms. In 1930 there were

824 _acres of ‘land in farms in Pocahontas County, whzch produced crOps Vﬂ“’d at

: _.‘4\ »--.." +
; ,_‘ ‘.
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.The value of dairy products waro $44 738, ana ‘the valie of 11vestock

i ,q,_..,ato“ at $1,377 40'?. (The.-:.bovo was ta‘ken from Rand "chall}’ '701'1‘1 f-tlas,

¥illing foosts early a.nd J,ate mode zhe worlfing of land a precarious source of .

¥ - - PRI B (e, e e e ;
subsistence until e comparatzvely recent poriod :.nt‘ae history of our countYo 5{ - I
1610 = 5= O oy el -

late ‘.-.s_l?'.—:", the i‘oct thot corn wouid rzpen at l!grhn s Bottom enough to 'bo ﬁf 4 |

for meal was veav'l,r & year's wonder. Gardons for onions, parsnips, cucumbers, pump-

- [
: . L 2 =o'y 2 |
£ing, and turnips; patches of buc}wheot, corn, bears, and potatoes, i‘or many g : t

yesrs comprised the most of pionéer, fm*mng entorprise int he way of supple:nentmg :

their s,_ﬁ_:lies of fame and' fish. The :.mpiemepts uae for c" oariv:g and chltnat:.ng
hese gardens and tuck patches were o.{‘ home manufac‘t-uro, and for tho most part rudely
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"6 bove wes taken from The H.*.atorical B 1 rkers, Stat.o L:Lbrary, S'Eate :Iouse P - i

0% he Elue Book - 1938 the c}nef products and leadmg mduotnes ' {1l

County were as follows- The leaomg mdustry of‘ Poca.hontas Count_,r 13

’ nery (sole leather). The chlef products aro llvestock, po‘,atOES’ T _ I|I_

s, .;lev.;or. rJvL!, and pOulury. A y o8 _:-:_ ~ - -l-;, X j;
S COMMERCE " AND itwu.;‘rnl &2 5 ' % SR :; ,:

Ty much of Po cahontas County was henvily timbered and as the varlety and 5

“ost end surpassed by no other country “in the Stat.e, be:"ora thg

Yére sade on thess timber rewouroes in uhe lust fifteen or twenty yeara

"

Aar;

tnormous supply yet remain :m after all has been done h;' rufts, ‘

CheS ., For twenty YOUI'S Or more mn 1ntorenting I‘ooturo we.- orjox-.

e N8re snd Lhere int

1.. woods where hundreds of ™en wera comrortabl’

“he fat of the

iand 19 various parts of tho county. mainly mt

the higher slevations west of the Greenbrier. and in t he -nteln
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FOCAHONTAS CouxTy

_.rthgestern part of the t:ounty-ara vest reaches ‘61‘ 'black sp:‘-uc'-.o foresta, now

- demand for wood pulp of which the paper ia made of pog't, cards, books,_

cspapers. There remains much oak, cherry, pOplar, cﬁegtnut end the mor e =
_ . forest trees in marked profusion.
g fores -~

~ne entire county from end to end east of the Greenbriar ahounda in iron ore

indications, principally the broxn humitite gnd the reddzsh possiliferous. Sa
(Above from Hlstorlc ﬁarhers - : - AR TS s :
. : N
MIGRATION OF P“OPLE - e '
In refersnce to the ancestry of the peqple of Pocehontas County, it m&y be
rerred 2het the citizenship 15 of . & composzte character, ;erman, Englieh Irish,
S h, ard French. . X _ >
Such names ae there, p;bht;er, rhr;mr, Yeager, Arbogast, Herold, Hatierman, Burr,

Sizle, Sheets, Casebolt, Shrader, Burner, Sydenstricker, Varner, Heverher, Oekley,

=, Cvernholt, indicate German d escent, atc-.- It oty -

-’_'.l;_"'_-; ':".:_-‘-e are e\fldences th&t the"‘Indla.nB Once roamed through the thlck

f ¥het is xow our beautiful sectiond of country. Pieces of flint have been
:ens which were no doubt used by the Red Rgce. There was an Indien

et nbove the rosd & short distance up the valley from I, B.-

indications were to the older people that several Indians had

*¢. 1t has beens aid that a few relics were found in later years when

CRANBERRY GLADES

of back Country in the 0ld Mountains of West Virginia which

eer,. ingluded 4in the Mononguhela Nptionul Forest:
" * Lotamiet's puradise, Here ammong t hese mountains are found th-e _
¢ strangely misplaced tract of urtic tundra in the ucuthm-ﬁ
11 find & bewildering array of alders, shrube, grasses and

5 e of delight are the two thoussnd varieties of orchids,
. - ‘2] L | 2 B ey -

- . watallis ak *)
ntraete: santsat coptrast upon the meimllic shean of the




